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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 12th March 2013 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Hunts DC 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford Grey PC 

Jeff Nichols  (JN) : Earith PC 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton PC 

Graham Bull  (GB) : Hunts DC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Speedwatch 

Margaret Shardlow (MS) : Hilton PC 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Speedwatch 

Wendy Oldfield  (WO) : Speedwatch 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Terry Rogers  (TR) : Hunts DC 

 

   

1 Welcomes & Apologies  
 

The chair  welcomed  Eda McPherson as the representative of Holywell & Needingworth. Her husband  had also been a 

member on this committee for many years.  

 

Apologies had been received from the following; Colin Saunderson; Julie Seamark; Lesley Craig  

 

2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 15th January 2013 
 

The minutes were approved without amendment. 

 

3 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

Item 4: Correspondence. ML clarified that it was ‘the committee’ referred to in the text was the RSC committee. 

 

4 Correspondence 
 
Letter received  from Nicola Debnam at Cambs CC: Dated 26/02/2013 

The letter had been circulated before the meeting and is attached to these minutes. The members were asked for their 

comments. 



 

ML thought that  the letter had not answered any of the points we had raised in our letter. 

MS pointed out that there was no offer to meet either. 

JC thought that they hadn’t actually read our letter and asked who is the portfolio holder at CCC.  (Tony Orgee). If we 

cannot write to CCC officers what do we do? The PCs on the committee are represented by 5 different county councillors. 

It doesn’t make sense. 

This topic will be discussed further in item 7. 

 
 

5 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 4 B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction – Map#5 (aka Mushroom Farm) 

Issue County used to have this high on their priority list, but it seems to have slipped off there since 

the speed-cameras went in and some improvement was noticed. From a Road Safety point of 

view it is not closed and not all accidents are being recorded.  This speed camera is now active. 

ENVAR had changed their entry points. If they make a profit they will help with a roundabout. 

This could happen within 5 years. 

Serious accident here on May 30
th
 2012 involving a cyclist. 

Two fatalities on this stretch of road on July 27
th
 2012. 

Meeting 

Comment 

ML said that there were restrictions on entry and exits at the junction which had improved 

safety. Signs are now going up.  

As yet there is no date for the prosecution of the driver involved in the fatal crash last summer..  

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31  
Issue There is concern about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a 

waiting area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

NB questioned whether the traffic lights at Hill Rise/ Houghton Road junction were sequenced 

correctly. Drivers were jumping the red lights.  

Action: ML to inquire into possible problem with the lights 

 

JC & LC had attended a consultation meeting regarding the building of 200 houses on 

remaining holes of golf course in St. Ives. Exit from the new estate will be on High Leys. 

Planning application is due in Feb.  JC enquired whether or not OM  had written to the Safety 

Officer of the developers to raise our concerns? 

Meeting 

Comment 
Traffic Lights: 

ML had looked into the issue of the traffic lights which seemed to be changing too 

quickly but the response had been that there was no problem. 

DM said that there is an additional aspect to the problem. Children on the islands are 

stepping out and not being aware of the lights. All lights need to be on stop when they 

cross. There was almost an accident recently. It is also a speeding hotspot coming down 

the hill. The meeting agreed that we needed to comment on this situation. 

Action: Write to the CCC, headmaster and the police. (ask for a PCSO to observe).  

GB said we should also include the Town Council. (copy to the clerk).  

 

Planning: 

OM said that he had not yet written on this issue as he was unsure of the situation 

regarding the county officers. 

ML asked whether the planning application had come up. If so we should write to Kevin 

Reynolds and John Davies. JC said that the new development is coming on to High 

Leys. The developer has looked at it. 

NB  added that the planning officer had originally claimed that  there are so many 

pathways that people will not be using their cars they will all go on foot or bikes. 

 

Action: OM to write to the development safety officer to express our concerns 

 



Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 

Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 

whole of the one way system around the Quadrant. The new bus stop here has made problems 

much worse. A request had been made for a site meeting with CCC officers. 

 

Meeting 

Comment 

CS has been pursuing this matter and had sent an email summarising the situation. He has 

escalated the complaints procedure to stage 2 which will involve Bob Menzies’s  boss Graham 

Hughes. Petzone had reported that 33 vehicles had driven onto the pavement in recent months. 

Nor is it clear whether the final stage of the Road Safety Audit has been done. 

 

ML agreed that the situation is chaotic. There is sometimes no PCSO in attendance on Market 

Day. MS added that the problem is compounded when you have a guided bus arriving at the 

same time as a HCV delivery.  The stop should be further up near Waitrose. 

JC did not think that CCC would back down here. 

Item 36 Sawtry Way Crossing, St. Ives – Map #49 

Issue The work is going ahead at the moment and it will last for 3 weeks.  

JC said she hoped they bring it down far enough so they can connect with the existing footpath 

and people do not have to walk on the grass. 

Due to the Christmas embargo on Highway works the Sawtry Way crossing was still unfinished. 

JC commented that the footpath was too narrow & the crossing was in the wrong place. 

Meeting 

Comment 

NB said that the crossing is  up and running and they are very pleased with it. 

DM said it was a pity they hadn’t joined up the double white lines. 

 

The meeting agreed that this item can be removed from the action list.  
 

 
6 Review of Remaining Items  
 

Item 2: Pidley Speeding.  MN reported  the work on the traffic calming started  last Monday.  He is attending a County 

Committee meeting next week to try and get more funding to finish the job.  

JC commented that our persistence had finally paid off.  

MN said that it had taken a very long time and he had asked the clerk to find out how many years they have been trying to 

get this. 

 

Item 14: St. Ives Disabled parking:  This is still causing a problem.  

 

Item 23: St.Ives. Guided Bus Route – North Road.   Not much more we can do here. 

 

Item  35:  St.Ives. Marley Road.  The road has now been resurfaced here but other problems remain. 

 
 

7 CCC Response 
 
TR suggested that we should write a simple letter to say we are disappointed with their response and they have 

not answered any of our points. We should copy in the MPs. Shailesh Vara and Mr Djanogly. Just ignore it and 

include them as an info addressee. We have decided that we will still meet. 

 

DM said that the tone of the letter is important. 

JC thought that we must not fall into the trap of slagging off officers etc. We should go softly-softly. 

ML added that the Parish Councils have endorsed us and we will continue to function. 

 

OM read out the email received from CS on this subject. 

The meeting thought that the suggestions contained therein were too political and we should not adopt that 

approach. 



 

TR added that we are still at liberty to write to CCC. They can only ignore us. They have no right to say the 

committee has been disbanded. 

 
8 SpeedWatch Report    
 

DM had already distributed the statistics on Speedwatch sessions during the last 3 months. They are attached to these 

minutes.  

The Wheelie bin stickers are still doing the rounds. The Scrutiny committee have made favourable comments and will be 

supporting it. AB & DM both went to the meeting to present their case. 

The Speedwatch placards (black on yellow) design has now been approved by the CCC.  When we turn up at sessions we 

will have 1 portable sign. All PCs who want signs should write and request them from Amanda Mays at CCC. The PC has 

to pay for them. The Police are supportive. The price will be reduced from £380 to something lower but we are not yet 

sure what the final price will be. PCs can push this forward by expressing interest and asking CCC for prices. 

 

A major problem at the moment is the amalgamation of the facility for producing letters. The camera van is being 

amalgamated with Beds & Herts. The business unit will take over the responsibility for the whole of Cambridgeshire. The 

result is that the number of letters per month will be reduced from 1000 to 500 until they get organised and the 

amalgamation is complete.  We will have to manage this. 

 

Low Road is a continuing problem. We get so many offenders at this location that we can’t deal with it.  There was an 

accident recently in London Road. Two children were blown over by a speeding HCV.  The bow waves from big vehicles 

travelling at 46 mph are big enough to cause this kind of problem.  The speed limit is wrong here. It should be 30 mph.  

Similar issue to item 25 on the watching list. 

 

Wendy Oldfield gave a short presentation on measures that PCs can take to tackle problems with HCVs. 

They film  lorries that are going through Earith. They then look on the internet to find information on the companies. The 

companies can check from tachograph information where their vehicles are.  The camera is set up so that the film can 

show lorries setting off the 30 mph sign. Now tell them to use the Advisory route. They can get letters via Speedwatch. 

DHL lorries used to come through. They have now had several letters and they have gone to the CEO. This may have 

been effective.  We can’t film at night with sodium lighting. Also not all HCVs have visible names. All you need is the 

livery name, time, date and registration number. Anyone who gets stuck or has questions can email me and I will help out.  

Finally, Alconbury will be a problem when the development there is finished.  

 

BB added that  he would help anyone set up the camera in their village if they wanted to.  

 

DM asked where  the traffic commissioner came into all this? 

Wendy replied that they  issue the HCV licences. If you get a persistent offender you can send evidence to the traffic 

commissioner. She had also spoken to Steve Criswell about helping with this. They have sent 103 letters out with the 

advisory freight map. 

 

BB reported briefly on  the meeting between HCV group and CCC officers and members held in Bluntisham on February 

21st .  ML said she  weas surprised by the response from CCC. They were very supportive and are now putting up the 

advisory freight route signs.  Tony Orgee has said that they have taken a lot away to act on. 

 

9 Reports from Members 
 

ML: Bluntisham:  She had looked into the Hill Rise traffic light sequencing.  A number of problems had been reported. 

These included; People in the left hand lane not always turning into Hill Rise and going straight on.  Also, lights going red 

at inappropriate times.  ML had suggested maybe another arrow on the road.  

 

KW: Hemnigford Grey: Hemingford have agreed to fund some Wheelie bin stickers for residents (£50).  There is a HCV 

problem in the village where they sometimes get stuck. CCC drew up some signage to try and help. But recently  another 

one got stuck and demolished a wall. CCC have now found funding for 6 extra signs. They have also been approach by 

the school who are having a problem with parked cars. They got the PCSO out to look. Overtaking parked cars cause a 



danger  and there have been a few near misses. Highways have suggested areas of double yellow lines so you have a 

refuge for cars to allow passing. We have had that costed up and are consulting with the school and parents.  

JC asked if  Hemingford would support action on Marsh lane.  KW said they would  when the time comes for work to be 

done on it.  

 

NB: Wyton-on-the Hill:  On the Kings Ripton side of the roundabout there is a developed junction which leads to 

nowhere with some bollards and lamp posts. The bollards have been damaged.  He has taken this up with CCC who have 

taken it up with Highways. It would appear that CCC/Highways know nothing about the bollards and it must have been 

the developer who did it. They are saying it is the responsibility of the developer to maintain it all. Victor Lucas has been 

pushing this for us. The RSC should be  aware that things may not be the responsibility of the county or highways. 

 

GB: Oldhurst:    Nothing to report. Oldhurst have another bid in for work.  TR asked why all the cars park on Church 

Road Somersham when the car park is empty.  GB replied that Park Road will become a 20mph zone, and this might have 

an effect. TR wondered if  double yellow lines are feasible. 

 

MS: Hilton: They have made an application for a zebra crossing. 

 

10 AOB      
 

Road Safety Ads: 

 

JC said that the Government has stopped paying for road safety ads on TV aimed at children.  She proposed that  

we write to Jonathan Djanogly on this subject.  MS agreed and said they need this kind of advertising even 

more now. It was agreed we should write. 

Action:  OM to write to them.  

 

DM said that other advertising media should be used such as DVDs and phone apps. 

 

RSC Meetings: 
 

ML wondered if the RSC group should meet every 3 months rather than every 2 months. This idea was not 

accepted. JC asked if  anyone had any influence with the police to try and get some representation at future 

meetings. No-one had. 
 

11 Next Meeting  
 
May 14

th
. 

 





 


